MIDSOMER  NORTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1902. 


TO  THE  MIT) SOME  11  nobton  ubban  distbict  council. 


Gentlemen,— I  beg  to  present  my  annual  report 
of  health  for  the  year  1902,  together  with  the  four 
tables  of  statistics  required  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board. 

Geology  of  the  District.— The  soil  is  clay  in  the 
valleys,  lying  over  conglomerate  rock  ;  red  loam  in 
the  high  grounds,  under  which  are  layers  of  lias. 
The  land  is  chiefly  pasture  and  is  fairly  well 
timbered. 

Occupation. — Coal  mining,  agricultural,  manu¬ 
facturing  boots  and  shoes. 

Population . — Estimated  to  the  middle  of  1902, 
5,908. 

Births.  The  number  of  births  registered  during 
the  year  was  189  (94  boys  and  95  girls),  giving  a 
birth-rate  of  31-99  per  1000  persons  in  the  district. 
The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births  in 
each  quarter  of  the  year:  — 


Bovs. 

Girls. 

Total 

1st  Quarter 

24 

23 

47 

2nd  do. 

...  23 

24 

47 

3rd  do. 

...  28 

22 

50 

4th  do. 

...  19 

26 

45 

94 

95 

189 

Deaths.-  The  number  of  deaths  registered  was 
71  (39  males,  32  females),  giving  a  death-rate  of 
12-1  per  1000  persons  in  the  district.  The  average 
death-rate  for  the  previous  10  years  is  13-6.  The 
following  table  gives  the  mortality  in  each  quarter 
of  the  year,  with  the  respective  death-rates  : — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1000. 

1st  Quarter 

16 

12 

28 

191 

2nd 

do. 

6 

9 

15 

10-1 

3rd 

do. 

3 

8 

11 

7-4 

4th 

do. 

14 

3 

17 

15-5 

39 

32 

71 

The  following  table  gives  the  mortality  in  the 
different  localities  of  the  district,  with  the  respec¬ 
tive  death-rates :  — 


The  ages  at  which  death  took  place 


Under  12  months ... 

...  16 

1  year 

and  under  5 

...  7 

5  years 

„  15  ... 

...  4 

15  „ 

„  25  ... 

..  3 

25  „ 

„  65  ... 

...  24 

65  „ 

upwards 

...  17 

There  were  16  deaths  under  one  year,  giving  an 
infant  mortality  rate  of  84'6  per  1000  births. 
The  average  mortality  for  the  preceding  10  years 
is  117-6. 

The  cases  of  infant  mortality  were  : — 

1  Broncho-pneumonia.  4  Convulsions. 

1  Measles.  1  Prom  want  of  proper 

1  Tubercular  Meningitis,  attention  at  birth. 

1  Atrophy  from  birth.  1  Whooping  Cough. 

1  Malformation  of  thor-  1  Premature  birth, 
acic  organs,  preventing  1  Tuberculosis, 
continuous  breathing.  2  Acute  Bronchitis. 

The  causes  of  death  at  all  ages  above  12 
months  : — 


1  Hoematemesis.  4 

1  Cirrhosis  of  Liver.  4 

2  Alcoholism.  6 

3  Nephritis.  2 

2  Apoplexy.  1 

5  Senile  Decay.  1 

1  Pernicious  Anaemia.  2 

8  Heart  Disease.  2 

2  Cardiac  Syncope. 

1  Cancer  of  Liver.  1 

1  Carcinoma  of  Omentvim.  1 
1  Suicide.  1 


Midsomer  Norton 

Estimated 

Population. 

Deaths. 

Rate  per 

1000. 

made  a  notifiable  disease  for  a  period  of  12  months 
dating  from  31st  Maroh,  1902)  : — 

and  Welton 

4,282 

48 

11-2 

1st  Qr. 

2nd  Qr. 

3rd  Qr. 

4th  Qr. 

Total. 

Clandown 

647 

12 

18-5 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

1 

3 

4 

9 

Downside 

435 

6 

13-7 

Erysipelas  ...  1 

2 

0 

2 

5 

Westfield 

364 

2 

5-4 

Chicken  Pox  0 

12 

3 

3 

18 

Clapton  . 

180 

5,908 

3 

71 

16-6 

2 

Sickness.— Of  the 

15  6 

nirfe  cases  of 

9 

scarlet 

32 

fever 

Bronchitis,  Acute. 
Chronic  Bronchitis. 
Phthisis. 

Whooping  Cough. 
Scarlet  Fever. 
Tubercular  Menin- 
Measles.  [gitis. 

Diarrhoea. 

2  Influenza. 

Acute  Flatulence. 
Perityphlitis. 

Shock. 

The  following  deaths  have  taken  place  from  the 
seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  : — 

Small  Pox  ...  ...  .  0 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Scarlet  Fever  .  1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough .  ...  3 

Fevers  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

10 

Giving  a  zymotic  death-rate  of  16  per  1000 
inhabitants. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  have 
been  notified  during  the  year  (chicken  pox  was 


that  were  notified  during  the  year,  all  (with  one 
exception)  were  of  a  mild  type.  It  was  only 
necessary  to  remove  two  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
as  the  accommodation  at  the  houses  permitted 
satisfactory  isolation.  During  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year  influenza  and  whooping-cough  were 
general  throughout  the  district,  and  an  epidemic 


of  measles  at  Clandown  necessitated  the  closure  of 
the  schools.  During  the  fourth  quarter  measlest 
mumps  and  influenza  have  been  very  prevalent. 

At  Downside  such  a  large  proportion  of  the 
children  had  measles  that  the  schools  were  closed 
for  a  month.  It  will  be  notioed  from  the  above 
statistics  that  there  is  a  greater  mortality  from 
measles  than  from  scarlet  fever,  in  the  proportion 
of  3  to  1.  The  Registrar  General’s  last  quarterly 
report  states  that  12,673  deaths  were  registered 
from  measles  in  the  United  Kingdom,  against 
4,810  from  scarlet  fever  in  the  same  period.  This 
appalling  mortality  is  to  a  large  extent  the  result 
of  a  general  mistaken  idea  among  the  poorer 
classes  that  measles  is  a  disease  of  little  import¬ 
ance.  It  seems  to  me  that  until  parents  are  made 
to  recognize  the  seriousness  of  the  disease  there  is 
little  chance  of  reducing  the  mortality  or  of 
stopping  the  frequent  epidemics.  The  only  way 
to  prevent  children  running  about  in  the  road 
when  covered  with  the  rash,  or  from  being  sent  to 
school  before  sufficient  isolation  have  taken  place 
to  make  it  safe  to  go,  is  to  moke  it  a  notifiable 
disease.  May  I  ask  the  Council  to  consider  the 
question  of  making  it  so,  if  only  for  a  short 
period  ? 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  present  accommodation 
at  the  cottage  hospital  does  not  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  district.  The  Council  has  had  the 
matter  under  consideration  during  the  past  year. 
The  contemplated  alterations  and  additions  to  the 
existing  building  were  not  carried  out.  A  deputa¬ 
tion  from  the  Council  attended  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Offices  in  London  in  December.  The  inter¬ 
view  with  Dr.  Parsons  has  resulted  in  the  proposal 
for  a  joint  hospital  scheme  for  Midsomer  Norton 
and  Radstock  :  this  is  now  under  consideration  and 
is  in  process  of  being  arrived  at. 

Mortuary.— The  necessity  for  the  provision  of  a 
mortuary  for  the  district  has  been  recently  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Council. 

Water  Supply. — The  present  supply  from  the 
Chilcompton  springs  is  insufficient,  and  the  quality 
is  open  to  objection.  Satisfactory  arrangements 
are  being  made  with  the  authorities  at  Downside 
College  for  a  plentiful  supply  of  water,  which, 
according  to  the  analysis  of  Mr.  Trotman,  is  of 
excellent  quality.  The  supply  issues  from  the  coal 
measures  on  the  north  side  of  Nettlebridge  Valley. 
The  water  will  be  raised  from  the  spring  to  a 
reservoir  en  the  highest  point  of  the  adjoining 
hill,  and  conveyed  thence  by  pipe  to  Midsomer 
Norton,  a  distance  of  about  three  miles.  Down¬ 
side  will  participate  in  the  new  scheme  :  the  sup¬ 
ply  for  that  village  is  now  from  shallow  wells  which 
become  dry  in  summer.  Several  wells  are  still  in 
use  at  Midsomer  Norton,  but  the  analyses  have  up 
to  now  failed  to  detect  organic  pollution. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — Midsomer  Norton  and 
Clandown  are  to  a  large  extent  sewered,  the  sewage 
being  treated  at  the  wor-s  at  Welton  and  Clan¬ 
down.  The  earth  closets  and  cesspits  with  which 
out-lying  ranks  of  cottages  and  dwellings  are  ac¬ 
commodated  are  often  very  filthy,  and  many  of 
the  so-called  water-closets  connected  with  the 
sewer  are  in  the  same  condition.  Flushing  is 
neglected,  and  there  are  no  arrangements  made  for 
it.  At  the  hamlet  of  Westfield,  with  a  population 


approaching  400,  a  drainage  scheme  is  most  neces¬ 
sary.  The  treatment  of  sewage  continues  to  be 
satisfactory,  except  in  flood  time,  when  occasionally 
the  existing  works  have  failed  to  manage  the  large 
influx  of  fluid. 

Housing  the  Working  Classes.  —  The  supply  of 
cottage  accommodation  does  not  meet  the  demand: 
new  houses  are  inhabited  before  they  are  dry  or  in 
a  fit  state  to  be  occupied.  The  erection  of  cottages 
has  taken  place  at  the  south  side  of  Radstock-road, 
Clandown,  and  recently  at  Norton-hill.  The 
accommodations  and  appointments  of  the  new 
buildings  are  generally  good.  Of  the  old  houses 
none  have  been  condemned  during  the  year. 
House-to-house  inspections  were  made  as  usual. 

Schools.  —Church,  two;  Wesleyan,  one.  The 
new  Wesleyan  School  opened  last  summer  is  a 
large  and  well-designed  building  ;  sanitation  good. 

Scavenging . — Removal  of  house  refuse  is  not 
undertaken  by  the  Council.  I  strongly  recommend 
that  some  public  provision  be  adopted  for  the 
weekly  or  fortnightly  removal  of  refuse,  if  not 
more  frequently.  The  habit  of  depositing  house 
refuse  and  ashes  at  the  roadside,  in  the  streets  or 
in  the  cottage  garden  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
dwelling  wall  is  very  objectionable.  In  some 
localities  heaps  may  be  seen  which  are  the  accumu¬ 
lations  of  six  or  twelve  months. 

Disinfection. — No  arrangements  exist  for  the 
disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding.  Sulphur 
fumigation  and  washing  with  carbolic  acid  are  used 
for  rooms  :  this  has  proved  unsatisfactory,  scarlet 
fever  having  broken  out  in  two  houses  a  second 
and  third  time  after  the  lapse  of  several  months. 
The  disinfection  of  rooms  in  which  phthisical 
patients  have  died  has  been  undertaken  during  the 
past  year. 

Slaughter  House. — I  wish  to  draw  the  Council’s 
attention  to  the  advisability  of  supplying  a  public 
slaughter-house.  It  is  undesirable  to  have  such 
buildings  so  near  dwelling-houses  or  so  near  the 
public  thoroughfares  as  they  are  now. 

Burial  Ground. — An  addition  of  about  one  acre 
has  been  made  to  the  existing  cemetery  during  the 
year. 

Provision  Against  Fire. — I  hope  the  Council  will 
consider  the  question  of  a  fire-escape  for  the 
district.  The  Radstock  Fire  Brigade  are  under  an 
agreement  to  attend  fires  with  an  engine. 

Roads. — Gladstone-street  is  in  its  usual  wretched 
condition.  May  I  beg  the  Council,  if  nothing  else 
can  be  done,  to  consider  the  question  of  making  a 
narrow  footway  through  it. 

Consumption. — With  reference  to  the  disinfec¬ 
tion  of  rooms  lately  occupied  by  tuberculous 
patients,  may  I  ask  the  Council  to  consider  the 
question  of  making  the  disease  notifiable. 

Common  Lodging-Houses. — There  are  none  so 
far  as  I  am  aware. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. — The  details 
of  this  Act  have  been  attended  to,  and  a  special 
inspection  of  the  district  undertaken  (vide  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  annual  report). 

Isolation  Hospital  (omitted). — The  case  of  phleg¬ 
monous  erysipelas  admitted  to  the  hospital  has  been 
commented  upon  in  a  previous  quarterly  report. 

Appended  are  tables  I.,  II.,  III.,  IV. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


ARTHUR  BULLEID, 


M.O.H. 


Harvey  &  Woodland.  Printers,  Erome. 


Midsomer  Norton  Urban 
District  Council. 


